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HISTORY 

Founded in 1973, The Association for the Study of Unexplained 
Phenomenon (ASUP, Inc) was begun to research all forms of Fortean 
Phenomenon, including Ghosts, Hauntings, UFOs, Cryptozoology and virtually 
anything else that goes bump in the night! The original members included Rita 
Allen, Peter Jordan, Paul Hoffman, Steve Kaplan, and Rick Moran and was 
chartered in New York City, based upon the following mission statement:  

"Our mission is to research and study all paranormal phenomenon in 
the pursuit of possible proof of individual survival of human personality 
after death and to help support the efforts of similar organizations to that 
end and to educate the public as to those findings.ò 

To understand The ASUP, you have to go back to the roots of psychical 
research from the time of The Society for Psychical Research (SPR) which was 
founded in 1882 by three dons of Trinity College, Cambridge. Sir William F. 
Barrett, a professor of physics at the Royal College of Science in Dublin, had 
been conducting experiments in the 1880s testing the notion of thought-
transference. Barrett conceived of the idea of forming an organization of 
spiritualists, scientists, and scholars who would join forces in a dispassionate 
investigation of psychical phenomena. F.W.H. Myers, Edmund Gurney and 
Henry Sidgewick attended a conference in London that Barrett convened, and 
the Society for Psychical Research (SPR) was created with Sidgewick, who had 
a reputation as an impartial scholar, accepting the first presidency.  

The great American psychologist, William James, met Gurney in England 
in 1882 and immediately they struck up a close friendship. Later James also 
became a close friend of Myers. In 1884, Barrett toured the United States and 
succeeded in arousing the interest of American scholars in forming a similar 
society, which was established in 1885, and in which William James took an 
active role. The American Society for Psychical Research constituted the first 
organized effort for experimental psychological research in the United States. For 
a period of many years, before the ascendancy of the German experimental 
approach of Wilhelm Wundt, psychology in the United States was equated with 
the efforts of psychical research, but from the beginning met strong opposition 
from other disciplines in the scientific community, even with the Nobel Laureate 
James at its head.   

The ASPR set up six working committees, each with a specific domain for 
exploration. These included:  

1. An examination of the nature and extent of any influence which may be 
exerted by one mind upon another, apart from any generally recognized 
mode of perception.  
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2. The study of hypnotism, and the forms of so-called mesmeric trance, with 
its alleged insensibility to pain; clairvoyance and other allied phenomena.  
 
3. A critical revision of Reichenbach's researches with certain organizations 
called "sensitive," and an inquiry whether such organizations possess any 
power of perception beyond a highly exalted sensibility of the recognized 
sensory organs. 

4. A careful investigation of any reports, resting on strong testimony, 
regarding apparitions at the moment of death, or otherwise, or regarding 
disturbances in houses reputed to be haunted.  

5. An inquiry into the various physical phenomena commonly called 
spiritualistic; with an attempt to discover their causes and general laws.  
 
6. The collection and collation of existing materials bearing on the history of 
these subjects. 

Today the Society states its principal areas of study as "exchanges 
between minds, or between minds and the environment, which are not dealt with 
by current orthodox science." Of its initial aims, the most successful has been the 
gathering of data relating to the history of the paranormal - the SPR has built up 
an extensive library and archive.  

Famous supporters of the society have included Alfred Lord Tennyson, 
Mark Twain, Lewis Carroll, Carl Jung, J.B. Rhine and Arthur Conan Doyle. The 
Society was especially active in the thirty years after it was founded, gaining 
fame for its debunking of Madame Blavatsky and the Theosophical Society in 
1884. Most initial members were spiritualists but there was a core of 
'professional' investigators - the Sidgwick Group, headed by Henry Sidgwick, a 
formation pre-dating the SPR by eight years. The Society was wracked by 
internal strife, a large part of the membership (the Spiritists) leaving as early as 
1887 in opposition to the approach taken by the so-called intellectuals.  

Psychical Research Foundation 

Of course, no history of The ASUP would be complete without recognition 
of the Psychical Research Foundation (PRF), once housed on the campus of 
Duke University. The PRF is a parapsychological research facility established in 
1960 with funds from Charles E. Ozanne, a high school and college teacher 
interested in the question of survival of death. The foundation was created to 
investigate phenomena relating to the survival of human personality after death. 
The foundation serves as a scientific and educational research center to 
investigate the possibilities of continuation of consciousness after death of the 

http://www.answers.com/topic/parapsychology
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physical body. Its research program includes study of sensitives, haunting and 
poltergeist phenomena, as well as out-of-the-body travel. 

In 1960, William G. Roll became project director. Under Roll's leadership 
the foundation has established an outstanding record of parapsychological 
research on meditation, haunts, poltergeists, out-of-the-body experiences, and 
mediumship. During the Roll years, both Peter Jordan, a doctoral candidate in 
psychology and Rick Moran, a journalist, were visitors and collaborators with the 
PRF, Jordan as a field investigator and Moran principally interested in the Out of 
Body Experiences (OOBE) being studied there, with D. Scott Rogo, one of the 
most noteworthy researchers of his day. Moran had one major disagreement with 
his friend Rogo, insisting that Rogoôs position that field investigation should be 
limited to ñlettered professionalsò was a grave error. Moran argued such work 
would be better conducted by trained investigators, who understood the 
principals of police procedures, corroboration and proper evidence handling. 

Eventually, Moran went on to form The ASUP with Jordan, Paul Hoffman 
a noted crime reporter with the New York Daily News, Rita Allen, a science 
researcher and educator, and Steve Kaplan, a college professor with the State 
University of New York, severing ties with the PRF. When the infamous book, 
The Amityville Horror was first released, suggesting that the PRF had been 
involved in the initial investigation of the case, Roll asked Jordan and Moran to 
intercede and The ASUP became known world-wide as Amityvilleôs debunkers. 

Since that time, the ASUP has investigated thousands of cases, some 
famous, such as the claims of John Keelôs book, The Mothman Prophecies, but 
many more that garnered little public attention. Over those years the group has 
shared its techniques with many other organizations and in many ways has 
helped to bring modern psychical research to the popular point it enjoys today. 
The ASUP currently has working field investigation units in New England/New 
York/New Jersey, Ohio, California and England, with its principal office in the 
Dallas Metroplex, Texas. 

The Association for the Study of Unexplained Phenomenon, Inc. is a 
serious research group. This is not a club, what we are doing is not a hobby. 
There are procedures and processes that must be followed to stand up to the 
scrutiny of the public and skeptics. This corporation was founded by members of 
law enforcement and the press and the techniques used are drawn from 
established investigative techniques. We must maintain our integrity. We are not 
the ñother guysò. We ARE a step above the rest. Letôs show it! 

 
If you are joining us because you too are interested in serious research, 

we welcome you all with open arms and open minds. If, however, you are here 
for anything less than that, please reconsider.  You do not need any special 
training to join us, nor do you need any type of prior knowledge about the 
paranormal. You do not need to purchase any of the equipment that we will show 

http://www.answers.com/topic/poltergeist
http://www.answers.com/topic/out-of-the-body-travel-1
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you and be using, although you may find that you actually wish to begin to collect 
some of it. Someone will usually have extra equipment you may use for an 
investigation. The only requirements for equipment are an open mind, a 
notebook that has pages not easily torn out (they may be necessary in the future) 
and 2 pens (one is a spare). 

 
We will teach you the investigation techniques that we use, and will 

happily answer the questions you have to the best of our knowledge. If you have 
questions and we are still researching to find an answer, we will let you know. If 
you have a question you have not heard asked or answered, please ask. There 
are no questions that should not be asked. 

 
Unlike TV shows that seem to wrap everything into a neat little package in 

a few hours, real investigations of the paranormal can take weeks, even months 
to accomplish. Sometimes the cases never close. The typical case will have a 
research component that will take many days to compile, and we rarely have the 
luxury of closing a field case with just one visit. Every investigation is subtly 
different, every site offers unique challenges, so the team has to be ready for 
anything! 

 
How We Investigate A Case 

 
Investigating a reported paranormal activity is a multi-pronged approach in 

most cases, that is to say it requires two select teams to accomplish. In order to 
do it all correctly, the two teams work independently of each other.   

 
The ASUP receives requests for investigations from several sources, including 
telephone calls or letters from the folks involved in a phenomenon, inquiries 
through our web sites, media requests, referrals from other research groups and 
academic sources.  Each request is reviewed by the ASUP Regional Coordinator 
and Director of Research. Once deemed feasible, every case is handled virtually 
the same, going through the following steps. 
 
The Research Team is the ñBrainsò of the operation, who dive into the mundane 
work of researching the history of a place weôre investigating. This means 
searching public records, title searches, newspaper reports and finally the 
personal history of any interesting parties to the phenomenon. What is the history 
of the property and the people who have lived there; original floor plans are 
sometimes found and any historic facts about the house (i.e. fires, crimes, 
deaths, historic events, etc.) are uncovered. The Research Team also 
looks for newspaper records about the house and the names of the people they 
have found and if necessary further personal histories, such as military service, 
employment, education, etc. are collected. This is both time consuming and 
arduous work. Only after a detailed report is created and reviewed by the  
Coordinator do the Field Investigators go to work. 
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The Preliminary Visit - First, a small team, usually Board officers or Deputies, 
 will go to the property and do uniform interviews of the folks who are involved in 
the case; principles, witnesses, etc. The purpose of this visit is to confirm what 
we have learned through our research and add background information that 
could help to explain what we might find when we begin the field investigation. 
 
The Field Investigation - Once the preliminary visit to the site is done and the 
Research Team has done their due diligence, several members of the ASUP 
Board will meet to discuss the findings and a more in-depth field investigation is 
planned, based on all the material uncovered both in the interview process and 
the research. 

 
The overall field investigation can sometimes be accomplished in a day or 

two, or over a period of months, depending on the case. There are no set rules 
concerning the length of a study. It can not be too strongly stressed that no one 
in the field team is given any information about the case or the findings of the 
Research Team. They reach their conclusions independently. Each team 
member writes a detailed report after every visit, without exception. Only after all 
the team leaders are satisfied, is a secondary analysis by ASUP written. 
 

While the two man team is investigating, the team should be comprised of 

an Investigator and a Reporter.  The Investigatorôs responsibility is to observe the 

scene, take readings with the equipment he is equipped with, and pass his 

reading and observations on to the Reporter.  The Reporterôs responsibility is to 

keep a log of all that happens on that segment of the investigation.  The Reporter 

only uses tools when requested by the Investigator, such as take pictures of a 

certain location.  The Reporter will also write any subjective information about 

feelings felt by the Investigator and him/herself.  On the next segment of the 

investigation, the roles reverse so each member gets a chance to do each job. 

 
It should be noted that in some cases, we make use of individuals who 

have ñpsychicò talents as part of the field investigation, we call them, sensitives, 
but these team members only come out when the Lead Investigator sees some 
useful purpose for such a visit.  When a sensitive is used, they come to the 
location accompanied by a senior field investigator. No one in the Field team is 
told anything about the case and the person accompanying the sensitive is no 
exception, he or she is responsible for their partnerôs safety, as well as 
acting as the ñrecorderò for the visit.  If necessary, more than one sensitive can 
be used on a case, but never teamed up together and never used at the same 
time, or in the same space.  

 

Usually all field team members are at the scene at the same time, but not always; 

that is the call of the Lead Investigator for the case to decide. Team members are 

requested not to discuss their findings with other team members except for what 
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may occur at the time along with the person with whom you are partnered. You 

will find that this method works very well for all concerned, eliminating any 

preconceived ideas in the beginning of an investigation, while expanding the 

possibilities in the final steps.  
 

While originally created for the classic haunting, it will work for virtually 
every other kind of case we might be asked to look into, with the possible 
exception of the cemetery investigations, which are unique. There are some 
basic rules when doing a field investigation that should never be broken. Always 
work in teams. A team member should never be alone and each team is 
responsible to be sure the ñgate keeperò or person controlling the flow of traffic at 
the site, knows exactly where the team is at all times. To do this we use two way 
radios on every case.  

 
In most cases, the teamôs ñGizmoò or tech support person will install 

remote cameras, video and audio devices before the team enters the area. For 
that reason, as a team moves from place to place, they will announce 
themselves, ñJoy and Rick, In!ò or ñJoi and Rick Out!ò so that anything recorded 
can later be traced to the team at the time with the devices in use. Civilians and 
untrained personnel are never permitted on site during an investigation unless 
specifically authorized by two executive board members. If you see someone, 
ask them to leave! 

 
Can this be used in other kinds of cases? Definitely!  While originally 

created for the classic haunting, it will work for virtually every other kind of case 
we might be asked to look into, including cryptids, UFO phenomenon or anything 
else. Again, the only exception is the cemetery investigation, which is unique. 
 

But why keep the teams separated in the early phase of an investigation? 
Simple!  Did you ever play the parlor game ñtelephone?ò  

 
Person number one is given a simple sentence to read. He is then told to 

pass along that message to the person next to him, without reading the text to 
the person.  In turn that person passes it on to the next and then the next.  If you 
string ten people in the chain you will be amazed at what you get at the other 
end. Try it sometime.  Get ten people in a room; give one a piece of paper that 
says, ñJohn and Mary are seeing each other.ò  By the end of the chain you will be 
absolutely shocked at what that can turn intoé and it is different every time!  

 
This has happened in past investigations and we donôt want it to happen 

again! Keeping the two teams apart initially, keeps the amount of ñTelephoningò 
to a minimum. That is also why the guidelines stress the need for written notes 
and reports, before any discussions. Once of course, you have made the initial 
inquiry, you can mix the two teams together again for the free passage of ideas 
and data. 
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Letôs Review the Investigation Procedures Once Again 
 
First and foremost in every investigation is safety. We make a point of 

guaranteeing that medically trained personnel are on site during every 
investigation. We do not put anyone in dangerous situations if we have any 
thought that it could be dangerous, but if someone is injured, we are prepared to 
assist them and get medical attention quickly.  

 
We expect you to be professional at all times. Since we are a serious 

research group, everything we do is expected to be scrutinized to the extreme. 
We do not want the actions of one member to taint our investigations or to 
discredit our group. If you do observe another member of our group doing 
anything you believe would not be approved of, let any of the Directors know 
about it. You need not do anything else; they will assess the situation and handle 
it appropriately.  

 
Never go anywhere by yourself. There should always be at least two 

people going anywhere at one time. Besides the obvious safety issue, you 
cannot corroborate anything by yourself. Our Director of Field Investigations was 
walking her dog by herself one day, and the dog brought to her attention the 
sound of approaching horseôs hoof beats and the image of a horse and rider. 
They kept walking toward the shadowed rider, who never passed them and 
suddenly disappeared at a point where the path curved out of sight. As hard as 
she tried, she couldnôt get her dog to tell anyone what they saw!!  

 
If an event was only observed by one person, it didnôt happen, except for a 

great anecdotal story. Unfortunately, that doesnôt qualify as research by a 
university giving us a grant. Dogs may be people too, but not for corroboration. 
We also had our regional Coordinator use the facilities in a house we were 
investigating. While he was in there, the shower door slowly opened. He tried to 
recreate it when he was available to, and couldnôt. Since he was by himself, he 
had no one to corroborate, and we have another great anecdotal story. It doesnôt 
matter who you are, if you donôt have another person to corroborate your 
observance, it didnôt happen. Period. 

 
As stressed earlier, no member is to discuss an ongoing case or 

organization business without prior approval. Treat everything you do and say as 
if you are on a confidential assignment. You are! Everything that is said and done 
in an investigation should not be discussed anywhere outside of the 
investigation. You donôt want to say anything in an elevator or at a restaurant, for 
example, because you donôt know who the person next to you might be. We 
stress confidentiality to our clients, and the person in the booth next to you or 
who just got on the elevator, may be the clientôs relative. There goes the 
reputation of ASUP for keeping things confidential! Likewise, not discussing an 
ongoing case even among ourselves is vitally important. Just donôt do it! 
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Please note, the Director of Field Investigations or her designate is in 
charge when you are in the field.  If that Director is not present, look to either the 
Deputies or up-line to another Director. You are acting as their eyes and you will 
perform whatever function they request. You are never to act independently. 
Always wait for direction from the supervisor at the scene and never assume 
anything.  

 
When you are in the field, DO NOT take it upon yourself to provoke spirits! 

We know that you see it done on TV all the time, but it is not your call to decide 
when it will be done during an ASUP case. There was a senior ASUP Field 
Investigator who got slammed into a wall while provoking and had to be taken to 
the emergency room! He was NOT directed to provoke! It can be DANGEROUS! 
If there is a positive reason to provoke, the lead investigator will make that 
decision and it will be done after precautions are taken for everyoneôs safety. 

 
Wear a simple black shirt or an ASUP shirt, with blue jeans or similar dark 

pants that you do not mind getting dirty, and sometimes very muddy, depending 
on the location of the investigation. No sandals or flip-flops on any investigation. 
No reflective material on clothing, and preferably not on shoes, if at all possible. 
Work style boots are preferred. This is obviously for safety purposes but the rules 
on color and reflective surfaces exist because it may be difficult to tell when 
reviewing pictures whether itôs a reflection or something else from clothing. 

 
If you have long hair, wear it in a pony tail and/or a hat. If the wind is 

blowing, it may blow a strand of your hair in front of the camera lens. When you 
look at your pictures, it may be difficult to tell if it is hair or something else. 

 
If you have a strap on your camera, or external microphone with a wire for 

your audio recorder, or any other equipment with a wire, be careful not to get it in 
front of your camera lens. When you look at your pictures, it may be difficult to 
tell if it is the strap or wire, or if it could be something else. 

 
Learn to use your natural night vision. Even on moonless nights you will 

realize that after only a few moments, your eyes will adjust to the darkness, and 
you will be able to see. Yes, flashlights are on the list of necessary personal 
gear, but only shine it at the ground and only in short periods. Besides affecting 
your night vision, if the light accidentally shines in someone elseôs eyes it would 
affect their night vision as well. This could cause an injury to them because their 
night vision has been compromised, even momentarily.  

 
Turn the sound off of your camera shutter and any other functions on the 

camera that have beeps or other sounds. We did an investigation where the 
camera beep may have covered up an EVP, but we canôt tell for sure because 
the camera apparently covered up a faint whisper. The same is true with all of 
your other equipment. In theory, some of the ñspiritsò we seek donôt have much 
energy to manifest themselves, so they are only heard as faint voices on a 
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recording for example. If you arenôt sure how to turn off a warning beeper on your 
equipment, ask one of the Directors or Deputies at the scene. If they canôt figure 
it out, theyôll find someone on the tech-team who can. 

 
Take at least two pictures simultaneously, one right after the other. More if 

you are so inclined. Any time you feel like you should take a picture, take several. 
And sometimes point the camera behind you. You may have something there 
worth shooting. 

 
When you use the non-contact thermometer, be sure to leave the laser 

aiming light turned off. You shouldnôt need to get to such an exact point that you 
need it on. It can be dangerous if accidentally pointed in someoneôs eyes and 
when we have a video recorder on and you use the laser light, it may be difficult 
to tell if it is the laser light or if it is something else on the video, especially if it is a 
reflection. 

 
When you are inside a house or other structure, you want to use your 

natural night vision as well as when you are outside. A lot of times you can use 
the light of your camera, which will be on anyway, as the little bit of light needed 
to read your other equipment. If you absolutely have to turn on a flashlight, shine 
it only on the floor as close to you as you can. Do not shine it around the room or 
have it hanging on you somewhere. When a video camera is recording, it may be 
difficult to tell what is flashlight or something else. Again a single red lens 
flashlight, if you must use one, is probably best. 

 
There will be a ñGatekeeperò on all investigations. All entrances and exits 

will be locked, except for where the Gatekeeper is seated. That person will 
record who goes in, what time and how long they are in there. The investigation 
team will be the only ones in the investigation area. Everyone will remain in the 
ñHolding Areaò until it is their turn to investigate.  

 
If anyone comes up to you at any time on an investigation and wants to 

ask you questions about what you are doing, send them to the Gatekeeper for 
answers. Do not give them any information. Do not tell them what you are doing. 
Tell them you cannot speak to them, they must speak to the Gatekeeper if they 
have any questions. 

 
When you are in the ñHolding Areaò whether it is inside or outside, talk 

softly and try not to make other loud noises. They may be heard by the team 
taking their turn investigating, and may be difficult to tell if it is something or not.  

 
Do not wear perfume or cologne. Some anomalies are observed by scent. 

If you wear perfume, others may not be able to tell the difference. If you must 
spray bug spray on you, which will happen, use unscented if possible, and spray 
it away from the investigation site. For example, if the holding area is outside a 
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house, go down the sidewalk so the scent of the bug spray does not drift into the 
investigation area. 

 
If there is a video camera recording, try not to flash your camera in the 

direction of the video camera. Many times the video cameras will have the night 
vision on and the flash can damage the video camera. 

 
When you take photographs you may use either digital or film cameras. 

Two reasons digital is preferred over film on investigations are first, you can take 
as many pictures as you want to with the capacity of your camera at no additional 
cost; and second, you can download them to the computer where you can zoom 
in on them and study the photographs more closely for anomalies.  

 
If you do use a film camera, the film should be developed locally (as in a 

one hour photo processing) and be sure to request that the developer NOT cut 
the negatives apart. Many times we need to review the photos taken before and 
after the picture in question. If they are not cut apart, there is less likelihood that 
skeptics will be able to say they are from different times. It is also recommended 
that you have your time and date set correctly, but do not have it show on the 
picture; sometimes the day/date will obscure a vital part of the photo. Obviously, 
there are some advantages to using film but there is also the ongoing expense 
for the purchase of film and the cost of developing. But the decision is entirely up 
to you as to digital or film. Sometimes a Director will ask that film be shot for a 
specific reason, so donôt throw away that old 35 mm camera! 
 
On Investigating a Cemeteryé. 

 
Cemetery investigations offer an entirely unique challenge to a field team. 

First there is the very real possibility of outside interference, that is to say, the 
ñkidsò factor, teens who like to hang out in a cemetery, drink beer and cause 
mischief. Many times we end up doing an investigation in places like this 
because there is a report of strange lights in the area, which could be flashlights 
from midnight marauders or real paranormal activity. 

 
The cemetery cases are also unique for another reason. In most cases 

they are at least a two day affair minimum, and if second looks are necessary, 
another two days will be needed, this on top of normal research beforehand. 
When we do a cemetery, we go out for a full night at the site, then we have to 
return the next day to assess what we had done the previous night, even before 
we get to look at photo evidence or anything else we may have gotten. 

 
The center of most cemetery investigations is what is called ñCemetery 

Luminescenceò; strange lights, from dimly lit orbs to fast moving sprites. Over the 
century these lights have taken on all sorts of names. The most common, the 
sprite, denotes the light emitted from fairies as they dance in old cemeteries, first 
mentioned hundreds of years ago in Great Britain, which later moved to the New 
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World. Some scientists have since explained them away as ñSwamp gasò 
although none have actually captured a sample of this gas to prove their 
contention. 

 
In most cases, the lights are reflections from passing cars, flashes from 

photo equipment or flashlights. But there are enough documented cases to 
suggest there is something else out there that investigators are seeing. Likewise 
there is any number of disembodied forms to be found in a cemetery, from dark 
shadow apparitions to ñregularò ghosts; all are well documented in the 
paranormal literature. 

 
So, how do we investigate claims of the paranormal in a cemetery? To 

start, we follow the basic rules of all investigations. The research section will do 
their job, cataloging any published claims as well as looking at the history of the 
place. We will secure proper permission to be on the premises and notify 
authorities that we will be there, and we will place our ògatekeeperò near the main 
entrance to the area. Of course, the last step is easily bypassed by those who 
might want to ñplayò with the team, but the gatekeeper will still serve as the 
central command center for the investigation. 

 
To do this right, you will need eight team members, ten is better. You need 

three field teams, the gatekeeper and a safety officer at the entrance, and five 
two-way radios along with all the ancillary equipment we would normally take into 
the field. Of primary importance, the teams will meet away from the site before 
going to the cemetery. At this removed location, we will test all gear, change to 
new batteries, and review the investigation plan using a map of the cemetery that 
shows major landmarks. This is accomplished by the tech team in daylight hours, 
long before the actual investigation. 

 
WARNING: If there was ever a time when developing your night vision will 

be essential, this is it! Flashlights, red lights, or any other kind of lights are to be 
used at a MINIMUM! 

 
The three teams (four if you have the manpower) are to be located at the 

three (or four) most distant points of the cemetery area to be investigated. No 
clumping up of the teams at one place on site. Know where each team is initially 
located, use your radios and start with each group at a known landmark. The 
triangle where you are now ñpointsò to what is now your target area. Do not 
become disoriented, do not be distracted. In the beginning you will all be 
stationary until your night vision improves, looking into the ñtriangleò for light, 
objects or apparitions. Mark your spot using a ñgutter mailò or other easily seen 
and located pinpoints. THIS IS IMPORTANT! Do a GPS reading to exactly locate 
your start position and set up your camera over your pinpoint. Do preliminary 
atmospheric readings. ALWAYS note the direction that you are aiming your 
cameras and video at all times and keep track of them for later reference. 
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Once again, be aware that there can be outsiders present that are there to 
ñplayò with you. The primary purpose of your presence is to study paranormal 
activities, not to chase vandals. Try to change your mind set to an animal seeking 
its prey. In a triangle pattern, you can advance on your target and know that 
there are two other teams aware of your activities, who are now at the back of 
your prey. If the sprite, dark object or disembodied entity attempts to retreat, it 
can only move toward another team. Know what direction of the compass you 
are walking toward, from your pinpoint. Using your radios, you can communicate 
with other investigators and close in on what you are observing. When you lose 
your target, take another GPS reading to mark your site and another set of 
atmospheric readings, then use another flag or pinpoint to physically mark that 
place. 

 
If you lose your target, back up to your original point of observation. Can 

you see the target again? Photograph it from this point, video it. Resume your 
hunt, moving in slowly on the targetédoes it disappear at the same place or a 
new one? Mark the spot, GPS, atmospherics and everything else all over again. 
The important point is not to turn to a ñpackò mentalityékeep the groups 
separated and in constant communication. 

 
If there is any thought that there might be an outside ñvisitorò or vandals, 

utilize your gatekeeper team to work the parameter with his partner.  Do not lose 
focus on your zone INSIDE the triangle. If you feel that there is activity outside 
that zone, call your lead investigator and he or she can decide if they want to 
redirect the center of the investigation. DO NOT take such action on yourself. We 
may have to return to the location on another night and redeploy focusing on 
another space, or if the tech team feels that shifting the focus can be safely and 
easily accomplished, they will advise the lead of that possibility. 

 
The investigation ends when the lead investigator says it ends! NO ONE 

stays after the investigation is called off, NO ONE lingering, NO ONE is to go 
back later for a personal look at the scene that night. NO ONE!!! 

 
The next day, in daylight, we meet back up at the original meeting site, the 

neutral place we had all met the previous evening for debriefing. We will then, as 
a group, return to the cemetery and revisit our pinpoints and attempt to take 
photos and video from the same points and angles as we did the evening before. 
If we had been involved in a ñchaseò we would also revisit those sites and 
attempt to recreate the incident, photographing as we go. This gives us the 
obvious chance to look once again at the surrounding topography, headstones, 
possible points of reflection, and so on, and again, photograph them. You will be 
amazed how different the lay of the land will be the day after a field investigation 
in a cemetery. 

 
Once all the points are covered, the group can leave, as a group, to re-

evaluate their evidence from both the evening investigation and the follow up. 
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Each team member will prepare two reports, one for the evening and one for the 
daylight follow-up, and forward that material and all relevant photos, audio and 
video to the lead investigator. 

 
As you can see, this kind of investigation is no walk in the woods and will 

eat up a good deal of time, in many cases, much more than a typical house 
investigation. It is often necessary to do a follow-up to the site, change the area 
of focus, or just try to take a second look at what we have unearthed. Cemetery 
investigations can be exciting, but time consuming; they are definitely not just a 
thrill ride experience when ASUP does them!!! 
 
When You Have Questionséé.. 

 
If you have any questions, ask someone other than another trainee. It can 

be anyone from a Field Investigator or one of the Tech Team, a Deputy, a 
Director or even the Coordinator. Everyone will be glad to answer any of your 
questions as long as they are not about the investigation itself. 

 
DO NOT ask any details of any investigation except for where and what 

time. You will find out what you need to know about the investigation and location 
when you need to find out, and not before. Do not ask anyone details of the 
investigation. It is very important that everyone write their Field Report before 
hearing anything from anyone else. And be sure to write down all of your 
experiences, feelings, or whatever sensations you have. If you smell a rose, write 
it down; especially if you do not see a rose bush. Or a cigar, or a steak, or 
whatever you experience with any of your senses. 

 
If your team member or members experience something that you are 

aware of, write that down and include it in your report, no matter how minor it 
seems. We donôt want to miss anything. It is your job to investigate and report, 
not to decide what is or is not important. And remember the key word, 
corroboration. 

 
If you feel that another person has done or said or not done something 

and you are not sure if it was correct procedure or if it was unacceptable 
behavior, go to any of the Directors and let them know. Say nothing more about it 
to anyone. The Directors will handle the situation appropriately. If you must 
discuss anything about another team member, only go to one of the Directors to 
discuss it. 

 
All photographs, audio recordings, video recordings and all other data in 

any form are the sole property of The ASUP, Inc. during the investigation 
process. They may not be used for any reason without written authorization from 
The ASUP, Inc. They may jeopardize the integrity of the investigation if they are 
used inappropriately. All rights will revert to the individual after the case is closed, 
with the understanding that the ASUP, Inc. has the right to use them in the future. 
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A note on radio communications.  You have no doubt noted that we use 

several kinds of radio devices in the field, including short range transceivers and 
ham radio, which requires a special FCC license to operate.  The little GMRS 
radios we use at a scene are for general, short range communications and 
anyone can use them. For your information, we normally operate these units on 
channel 13, sub-tone 22 at a scene. Be careful what you say, the whole world 
knows how to listen to these units.  We also use a variety of Amateur Radio gear 
in the field, including VHF transceivers.  We utilize 146.52 for local 
communications once at the site and a variety of ñrepeaterò frequencies, 
depending on the location we are traveling to. Locally, we are operating on 
several repeaters, including ones in Allen, The Colony and Denton, which gives 
us good coverage over most of the home area. We also use other frequencies to 
keep in touch with teams further away in the field. 

 
Ham radio licenses are relatively easy to get, a simple written exam is all it 

takes and the ASUP, Inc. works with several clubs to place our members in 
weekend classes to prep for those exams, if they wish.   Not everyone has to be, 
or wants to become a ham, but it is something we hope everyone will consider. 
Ham radio does not rely on commercial carriers or cellular services, which 
sometime fail or become overloaded or are not available all over the map.  Ham 
repeaters are operational all the time, are used for emergency communications 
when all else fails nationally and virtually eliminates the ñBlair Witch effect.ò 

 
Likewise the uses of GPS units in the field are growing in numbers.  Most 

of our members have at least an inexpensive GPS handheld available to them 
and like the compact hand-held weather stations you will see us use, are gaining 
in popularity.  Why?  Because they allow us to pinpoint our locations and that of 
anomalous activities, and be able to answer the questions we know that skeptics 
will always raise about atmospheric conditions, direction and speed of the wind, 
humidity, etc. Between the two, we can finally give definitive proof that what we 
are reporting existed outside the ñnaturalò environment.  Like ham radio, you 
donôt have to own a GPS, a portable weather station or any other high tech, and 
high priced gear, someone will always be able to give you readings for your 
reports, but you should be aware of their use and basic operation. To that end we 
will schedule routine training sessions, dedicated to the equipment we use. 

 
Commonly Used Equipment 

 
We use a variety of equipment on all investigations. You are NOT required 

to buy any of the equipment. We do not want to put any type of financial burden 
on anyone. This is an all volunteer organization, both for members and for 
equipment.  There is usually enough equipment that you may borrow someoneôs 
for the investigation. This is also true if you want to try something out to decide 
what you want to buy.  Not everyone has the same brand and same model of all 
of the equipment. Only one or two things are identical. It is always a good idea to 



The Association for the Study of Unexplained Phenomenon (ASUP, Inc.) 
OPERATIONS GUIDELINES 

 

 
Page 15 of 24 
Version 07-09 
© 2007 ï ASUP, Inc. 

 

look around at different stores and ask others who have already purchased them 
how much they cost and where they purchased them as the prices can vary. And 
watch for sales, this equipment does go on sale. Of course, we also have our 
own Quartermaster who is always looking for the best prices for you! 

 
Bound Notebook: The most important part of the ñGhost Huntersò kit is a 

bound notebook with pages not easily torn out, and two non-erasable writing 
instruments (one is a spare). Everything should be written in your notebook, in 
ink. There have been occasions where the notebook was notarized and used as 
a legal document. You do not want your notebook to be missing any pages in 
case the attorney decides to count the pages. You do not want anything erased. 
If you make a mistake, draw one line through it so it can still be read. If itôs not in 
your notebook, how can you prove it happened? 

   
Flashlights: A good flashlight is important, but it is important to learn to 

use your night vision so you do not need a flashlight. Please make sure you do 
not buy an LED type light, these may last longer but are extremely bright and 
destroy night vision! A red lens is sometimes helpful. And make sure you keep it 
pointed at the floor or the ground, close to your feet, not shining it all around. It 
may be difficult to tell if it is the flashlight or an anomaly when you look at photos 
or video. 

 
Audio Recording Devices: The most common today is the digital 

recorder which is small, light weight and easy to use. There are still some 
cassette devices used in the field. The most important issue is that the unit HAS 
to be able to download to a computer with audio enhancement software. If you 
get an EVP, you can email that to the technical team for more in depth analysis. 
The audio enhancement software most commonly used is Audacity, and it is free 
to download from the internet. Another important issue is that it can be used with 
a lapel or remote microphone. You want to eliminate as much of the ñswish-
swishò of your clothes as you possibly can. More often then not, these devices 
will be put in a certain location of the investigation site and left recording 
throughout the investigation.  If yours is not being used for such purposes, please 
keep it recording continuously while you are actively investigating. 
 

Cameras: Several types are common: 
1. Digital still camera ï minimum 3.5 MP ï Kodak Easy Share, Olympus or 

HP is the most common. Keep it simple, easy to operate, not too many 
optionsé.you will not have time to play with complicated settings in many 
cases. 

2. Digital still camera ï 35 mm type ï For more detailed work when lens 
anomalies are not an option. If you have one, great, but be prepared to 
also have a good tripod and cable release of some sort to cut down on 
camera movement in long exposure shots. 

3. 35 mm Film Camera ï The old standby when you want a film record of 
what you shot. Just remember, youôll have to wait to get the film 
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developed locally (as in a one hour processing) and ask them to NOT cut 
the negatives apart. Many times we need to review the photos taken 
before and after the picture in question. If they are not cut apart, there is 
less likelihood that skeptics will be able to say they are from different 
times. 

4. Mini Video Camera ï There are usually three of these on a case, and 
each one needs a tripod. The choices are a video camera with Hard Drive 
(HD) memory, 30GB is common, a video camera that records to tape or to 
DVD. The more memory and recording time you can get, the better. 
Typically, these units are left running in a set place for several hours. 
Night vision or low light adaptable is a must, but almost all, if not all, come 
with that now, even the inexpensive ones. Another must is that it can be 
downloaded to the computer, for the same reason the audio recorders 
need to be, so when you do have something, it can be copied and given to 
the technical team for further analysis. 

5. Thermal Imaging Camera (FLEUR): This is NOT a common piece of 
equipment, but everyoneôs dream. VERY few actually have one! 
 
As mentioned before, make sure all the ñnoisesò are turned off on your 

camera.  Most cameras have a function where you can set it to take 2 or more 
pictures with one press of the shutter; this is good for taking the double pictures 
we mentioned before. 
 

Heat Sensors and Thermometers: The most common one is the hand 
held ñpistol gripò IR non-contact thermometer. Most of them also have a laser 
light, that can be turned on and off, so you can see exactly where you are 
pointing it. However, that function is almost never needed for our purposes. 
Always make sure the laser light is TURNED OFF! It can injure someone if you 
shine it in their eyes accidentally, and on pictures and videos, it may be hard to 
tell if it is the laser light or an anomaly. Others types include dual models, 
modular thermo-coupled devices, and others. In all cases, know how to use them 
before you get into the field. It is always a good idea to obtain an ambient 
temperature reading of the location or area you are actively investigating.  This is 
to be able to detect cold spots. 

 
EMF Field Tester: The theory is that electromagnetic field radiation is 

peaked in the presence of some anomalous environments, due to their either 
emitting or attracting electrical energy.  There are several different types, the 
most common being the Sperry EMF-200, which is a relatively high accuracy, 
narrow banded unit.  Others are currently under testing by the ASUPôs Director of 
Technical Operations (GIZMO), Allen Slaughter, including wide beam EMF units 
and others that are thought to be useful when ñinterviewingò a ñghost.ò  A 
personal unit, like the Sperry is useful, all the rest are available to the teams as 
needed or when our GIZMO wants to test them. 
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The K-II Meter: Also an EMF meter, we have found the K-II works 
exceptionally well in situations with psychic-mediums in a haunted environment. 
The "Sensitive" holds the meter while investigators ask questions (yes or no) of 
the reported entities.  It works very well, although we are pressed to give a full 
explanation of why it works better for some than others.  In most investigations, a 
script will be used along with the K-II meters. 

 
Tri-Field Meters:  Similar to the basic EMF detector, the tri-field adds 

radio/magnetic and electrical monitoring to the package. Double the price, but 
has some advantages. 

 
Metal Detector:  We do not need a lot of these, but they have been useful 

over the years. The best example was the use of one in New Jersey, in a dirt 
floor cellar, where we found chains and shackles in a space that was reportedly 
emitting the sounds of groans and screams. 

 
Measuring equipment: You will learn a lot about triangle placement and 

location techniques, most often used in crime scene investigations, for which you 
will need a good, relatively long tape measure, as well as several smaller rulers 
used when photographing objects to show its relative size. An ñLò square is 
useful in such settings. 

 
Compass: It is always good to have a compass, which you can purchase 

at very little cost. It will also work similar to an EMF meter. If there is anything 
magnetic, the compass with react to it. 

 
Spare Batteries:  Historically, batteries die in electronic devices of every 

kind when on an investigation. That is an anomaly all to itself and currently being 
investigated by our tech support team. Be sure you are carrying spare batteries 
with you in the size you need for every device you have. Even new batteries tend 
to die long before their time. 

 
Lab, evidence, specimen storage: Everyone should be carrying several 

zip-lock storage bags and, if possible, a couple of sealable test tubes to hold 
evidence secured at the scene, as well as a waterproof Sharpie marker to note 
contents, location found, date, time, etc. 

 
Portable weather station - handheld weather instrumentation: Really 

nifty for outdoor investigations where you are looking at possible environmental 
causes of a phenomenon. Some of the handheld weather stations will give you 
only one or two different readings, such as temperature and humidity, for around 
$50.00. You can also get them with all the different readings: temperature, 
humidity, magnetic north, true north, wind speed, wind direction, wind chill, heat 
index, dew point, barometric pressure, and just about every possible weather 
condition you can possibly want to record for an investigation. You can also 
change how often it records the readings, from every minute or two up to every 
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couple hours. They will continue to record when itôs turned off. And some of them 
can be downloaded to the computer. If you do have an anomaly, you can check 
the weather conditions at the time of the anomaly to see if, for example, you have 
something moving toward you but the wind is blowing the opposite direction at 20 
mph, you may have found something paranormal! The cost for the higher-end 
hand-held weather station can be several hundred dollars, but the price has been 
coming down to be more affordable. It is definitely worth having! 

 
Global Positioning Systems (GPS):  You will use this for a lot of things: 

every case has a GPS coordinate recorded, along with height above sea level, 
and distance to other points of reference, too far to measure with a tape, so one 
person on a team has to have a GPS. Most important, the GPS helps you get to 
where you want to go (many times we travel to remote locations) and of course it 
eliminates the possibility of ñBlair Witch Syndrome.ò  

 
Night scopes: The more you see, the better off you will be. Some 

members have night vision scopes. They are pricey, but if you can afford them, 
they are great! 

 
Radios: Everyone is encouraged to have a cell phone. We also suggest a 

GMRS personal two-way radio set to channel 13, PL 22 for intercommunications 
between members. The teams have several extras, but like everything  
else, it is usually desirable to have your own, if possible. Finally, several 
investigators now have or are in the process of getting an FCC Amateur  
Radio License (HAM) so that we can use the extensive HAM repeater system. 
This system is tied to both Homeland Security and Civil Defense and never goes 
down. When you are in the field and the cell system quits, this method of 
communications is still up and running, and will give you an average of 100 miles 
talk around links.  During all investigations, when you are out in the field, always 
have your radio on! 

 
Computers: Many investigators have laptops that they take on some 

investigations. Obviously, the home computer is a must along with the software 
to deal with downloaded photos, audio files, and all the other downloadable 
equipment. For audio we suggest AUDACITY, which can be downloaded free of  
charge from the Internet. For photos, you can use Kodak Easy Share or any 
other basic photographic programs. You will also find MS Word helpful in writing 
your reports. All members must have an e-mail address, which will be issued to 
you, and we strongly suggest having a Yahoo IM account, which can be set up 
free of charge. E-mail and IMs are constantly in use between team members and 
Directors, as well as between the Directors themselves, so you donôt want to 
miss out on those memos and discussions. If you have a microphone for your 
computer, it is also a good idea to set that up. 

 
Basic Uniform and the Quartermaster: The ASUP has a Quartermaster, 

who tries to get the best prices for everyone, often getting quantity discounts. But 
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The ASUP NEVER requires ANY members to purchase ASUP shirts, hats or 
anything else from the Quartermaster. The ASUP does not make a penny off of 
ANY sales by the Quartermaster. You are free to purchase anything from 
anywhere. If you find something less expensive than the Quartermaster has, 
please let him know so he can possibly change vendors. But common sense 
suggests that it is important to present ourselves in a neat, uniform manner. 
Members are expected to wear a simple black shirt or an ASUP black T-Shirt, 
with blue jeans or similar dark pants that you do not mind getting dirty, and 
sometimes very muddy, depending on the location of the investigation. No 
sandals or flip-flops on any investigation. No reflective material on clothing, and 
preferably not on shoes, if at all possible. Work style boots are preferred. This is 
for your protection as well as the uniform look. We tend to get into some rather 
ñroughò places, woods, overgrown fields, house attics and musty, dirty places. So 
the overall word on this is wear something ñdurableò that will give you some level 
of protection and you wonôt mind if it gets dirty or muddy. The rules on color and 
reflective surfaces exist because it may be difficult to tell when reviewing pictures 
whether itôs a reflection from clothing or something else. If you do want to have 
an ASUP shirt or anything else you can ask the Quartermaster. 

 
  Safety Gear: On every investigation we have several EMTs, Paramedics 

and Nurses on site and there is usually someone on hand with an emergency 
ñjump bagò but it is still a good idea to have a small first aid kit with you, along 
with some ñOffò or ñCuttersò or some other kind of bug spray, maybe even some 
bite medication in case you do get bitten. Another word about bug spray: be sure 
to use it AWAY from the investigation area. If you are investigating a house, go 
down the sidewalk a bit to spray it, so the fumes donôt linger or drift into the 
investigation area.  

 
Carrying cases:  Some sort of case, bag, or vest to store and carry your 

equipment to and from an investigation is recommended.  We use a lot of little 
pieces of equipment, but only have two hands!  We have tactical type vests 
available for purchase to carry all your equipment and keep it within easy reach 
while out on investigations. 

 
This is a just a partial list and if you talk to the more experienced 

investigators you will learn about a whole range of other nifty tools that could be 
helpful in the field.  But a word of warning, you can spend a fortune!  And 
remember gasoline is probably going to be your biggest single expense. For 
more information on various kinds of gear we use, you can e-mail your GIZMO! 

 
As noted earlier, we have a Quartermaster who tries to get the best price 

for everyone. You are NEVER required to make purchases from the 
Quartermaster. The ASUP, Inc. NEVER makes a penny from any of these 
purchases. You may purchase your equipment and everything else from any 
where you would like. If you do find it less expensive than the Quartermaster has 
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it, let him know so he can possibly change vendors. He may require payment first 
so he doesnôt have a big out of pocket expense. 

 
Things to Record in Your Notebook to Include in Your Report 

 
Everything should be recorded in your notebook with pages not easily torn 

out and in pen so it cannot be erased. If you make a mistake, cross it out with 
one line and correct it, so the mistake can still be seen. The field investigators 
books have been used as legal documents after being notarized in some 
instances. 

 
After each investigation you will turn in a completed report as soon as you 

can. The next day is best if at all possible. Everything will be fresh in your mind 
and you will be less likely to leave anything out. Sometimes reviewing your 
pictures will remind you of something you want to include in your report. 

 
Report forms are downloadable from our website and are interactive, so 

you can fill them out online, if you wish. These forms contain the core information 
we will need and include dates, times, locations (including GPS coordinates if 
available), time you arrived, time you started your part of the investigation, time 
you departed. Who was your team partner (or partners in some instances)? 
Usually you will have one team member besides yourself, sometimes two. Who 
was the recorder and who took pictures and used the equipment? Who else was 
present? Weather conditions (rain, sunny, cold, hot and humid for example). 

 
General environment (residential, on a cul-de-sac, lots of trees, no trees 

for example) and equipment you have with you. These are all questions you will 
need to answer on the report you complete after the investigation. 

 
Other information you will want to write down for your report you 

personally may not have the equipment for, but someone will in most cases. Just 
ask who has this information: 

GPS Coordinates 
Elevation 
Temperature 
Humidity 
Barometric pressure and whether rising, falling or steady 
Dew Point 
Lead Investigators instructions to you 

 
The Narrative on the Report 
 
After you have completed everything about the area and what your 

instructions are, you will write a narrative of your investigation with your team 
member(s) at this site and only on this particular occasion. Do not elaborate on 
background and historic information. Do not include any third party observations, 
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unless they were not members of the team and refused to complete a report. (A 
blank report form should be offered to any non-member at the scene who wishes 
to report anomalous incidents.) Write down anything you observe whether you 
think it is important or not. Write down any feelings you have, impressions you 
get, things you see, or if you have none of these.  

 
At the end of the narrative you may add notes to the Lead Investigator on 

items such as special needs for the future, equipment lost or destroyed, any 
problems you encountered personally and any other observations you might feel 
would be helpful to the overall investigation of this site, or group operations in the 
future. Just because you are new to the group, does not mean your input is not 
important. We are always interested in anyoneôs thoughts and ideas. 

 
After youôve completed your report, sign it and put the date and time you 

completed it. Your name typed is fine for emailing. Send it (email if possible) to 
the Lead Investigator as soon as possible. Let them know whether or not you 
have finished reviewing your photos and recordings. Send any and all pictures 
that have something you think even might be a possibility of it being something. It 
is not your job to decide what is and what is not important. Your job is to 
investigate and report. After a while you will learn more about what you see on 
your photos. Send whatever you have. Same is true for audio recordings. 
Generally speaking, we utilize Audacity software for audio interpretation. The 
program is a free download from the Internet. 

 
As with everything else, if you run into problems reach out to any Director. 

If the question is technical, involves software or hardware, contact the tech team 
for help. 

 
Be patient!  Eventually, you WILL know more about the investigation that 

you were a part of.  As soon as all the paperwork, photos, videos, EVPôs, and 
anything else that anyone has have been documented properly, you will begin to 
be privy to more details of the investigation! The field investigation process can 
sometimes seem to be illusive, often being tied to a set of technical apparatus 
and instrumentation, or what we call ñgadgetsò without giving much consideration 
to exactly what we are attempting to do. We often call our technical support 
personnel ñthe gizmos.ò  

 
In reality, the field investigator is being challenged to mix modern 

observation techniques with primordial triggering responses in an effort to detect 
the presence of an otherwise undetectable presence, in an effort to support the 
belief in the survival of the human personality after death.  

 
Mankind has forgotten a good deal of the skills he once had gained 

naturally in earlier periods of his evolution; for instance modern man still reacts to 
an approaching thunder storm in an alarmed fashion, but often does not 
recognize these biological triggers as a warning mechanism. The rising of the 
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short hairs on the arms is a natural warning; in cases of tornados the victims 
often tell rescuers that there was a strong feeling of impending doom just prior to 
the calamity, even when the weather seemed unnaturally calm just prior to the 
disaster and they could not see the approaching storm due to darkness.  This 
meteorologist now attribute to radical shifts in the barometer preceding the storm. 
The fact that other animals ñreadò warning signs that humans fail to recognize, is 
now accepted science. Wild animals will flee a place that is about to be changed 
by a disaster, like an earthquake or tidal wave, when man feels nothing. 

 
Similarly, that dread or doom scenario is often found in places we call 

ñhauntedò, so we note changes in the atmosphere using a variety of tools. 
Unfortunately, that is often not enough; we have to learn to tie in what we ñfeelò 
with what we observe in the field. Therefore, when a team enters a house, for 
example, we are expecting them to tie into all of their senses, as well as record 
mechanical instrumentation readings, which are there to confirm, but not 
eliminate the need for human interaction. 

 
Some might suggest that we are diverting our efforts from our stated 

methods, the use of accepted police procedures, but that is simply not true; a 
good ñdetectiveò makes use of all of his senses in an investigation, including what 
he might call ñintuitionò in many cases. He reads both people and places, often 
acknowledging a ñsixth senseò in his work. Likewise, we have to tap into those 
same senses. 

 
Letôs use a scenario to illustrate our point.  Upon entering a house in an 

investigation for instance, the gatekeeper notes the time of entry, as well as the 
persons entering. Why? Because in some kinds of cases, there is a ñlost timeò 
factor, the person feels that they are in a place, witnessing a series of events, 
that to them took a few short minutes, when it actually took much longer.  

 
We go from room to room, looking all around, furniture, carpeting, wall 

colors, as well as the physical size of the space as they see it. These 
observations might later become a factor when compared to the ñactualò physical 
space as measured earlier by the technical team. We listen for sounds and 
attempt to record things that we do not necessarily ñhearò with the human ear. 
We record smells, lighting conditions, we make physical contact with the walls 
and furniture, using all our natural senses to size up the site. We also leave 
ourselves open to other senses, which we have already acknowledged as being 
normal but often underutilized in every human being, as notes in our weather 
scenario. These observations, as well as the technical data collected can help to 
give us a fuller understanding of the environment.  You donôt have to be 
recognized as a ñpsychicò or ñsensitiveò to accomplish this; those who are 
recognized as such have simply developed their ability to utilize their natural 
feelings more than others, who have over the years worked hard to suppress 
them. 
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The fact is that anthropologists will admit that mankind has selectively 
eliminated many of the senses used by our earlier ancestors for survival and 
others suggest that many religious practices are now performed in a rote fashion, 
having lost their natural component; what some might call magic. 

 
Similarly, the team at a ñhauntingò may attempt communication with the 

energy present. This is of course where our work becomes more controversial in 
that we are making the leap between recognizing ñenergyò at a site and 
accepting the possibility that such energy has a human side. Nevertheless, we 
do routinely photography such energy in our environment and record electronic 
voice phenomenon in these investigations, which bolsters the belief that we are 
dealing with human personalities, who might otherwise be unable to 
communicate with. 

 
Working from room to room, walking the grounds of a locale, will often 

give us a much more full picture of what the environment holds and admittedly, 
the more you do this as you go from case to case, the better you become at 
picking up on the more subtle changes. Sometimes an experienced investigator 
will admit to that often referred to, ñFeeling of doomò or ñBeing watched,ò and will 
automatically look for a strong source of man-manipulated power to explain it ï 
an electronic device that might be malfunctioning, for example.  Other times the 
ñfeelingò persists and there is no explanation for it.  

 
We write down all of these factors for inclusion in our field reports and 

once all of them can be compared with others collected, the researchers can 
note sometimes subtle connections. Many civilians think we are going into a 
house to see a ghosté that would be nice, but impractical; in most cases we 
hope only to locate the residue of their presence. Ours is a much more illusive 
target and while we acknowledge that we sometimes come in contact with full 
body apparitions, very audible voices and other phenomenon, the greater 
majority of our evidence is in the form of cold spots, momentary lights, and odd 
feelings, collected along with technical data that confirms their presence. 

 
A Final Note: The ASUP, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Corporation, it is 
not however a democracy. The control of the corporation sits with four 
people, The Coordinator, The National Secretary, The Treasurer and a 
Trustee. Currently, that is Rick Moran, Joi Moran, Joy Maner and Jesse 
Blair. They are called the Executive Board. The entire operation is 
controlled by the Coordinator.   
 
The Board of Directors are responsible for the day to day operation of the 
operation and are, The Coordinator, followed by the Directors of 
Research, Operations, Field Operations, Technical Operations and 
Research & Development, each with specific duties. They have a voice 
and vote, but only when empowered by the Executive Board. 
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There are also Advisors, comprised of people who may have been former 
Directors, Original Founding Members or individuals of special interest 
who bring invaluable talent to the Executive Board. They have a voice, but 
no vote. 
 
Finally, the general membership is divided into two groups, active and 
reserve. Both are invited to meetings, can give input and suggestions and 
have a voice but no vote, except to poll the majority on major issues. 
 
This system has evolved over the years and serves the ASUP well. Yes, it 
is a dictatorship, but a benevolent one that attempts to keep the group as 
a whole with their eye on the job at hand, rather than politics. We have 
existed this long simply because of this structure. 
 
 
 
We hope that this information will be of some help to the new member, as 

well as the old. It is our intention to add material to these pages as new 
equipment or procedures are introduced, so please refer back to the copy on our 
website for the latest information. 

 
 


